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Introduction 
 
The history of sustainability in Oman is basically the history of the Sultanate of 

Oman. 

Sustainable development in Oman, in this context, has been made in a timeline 

format, showing milestones since the 1800s.   

The objective is to provide a quick glimpse of Oman’s steps towards sustainable 

development together with major global events across diverse sustainable 

developments themes.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Your feedback is valuable – please contact the author. 

 
 

“Ang	hindi	marunong	lumingon	sa	pinangalingan	ay	hindi	makakarating	sa	paroroonan.”	
(“He	who	does	not	know	how	to	look	back	at	where	he	came	from	will	never	get	to	his	destination.”)	
	

-	Dr.	José	Rizal	
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1690:  British historians narrowed in on this 
period as the beginning of a “consumer 
revolution”	

1508 - 1650:  Invasion by the Portuguese	

1743:  Nader Shah took Muscat	
1767:  Swiss scientist Horace de Saussure was 
credited with building the world’s first solar 
collector	

1776:  James Watt’s steam engines were first 
used – the start of industrialization	

1792:  Denmark, the first country to abolish 
slavery	

1798:  Thomas Malthus’ “An Essay on the 
Principle of Population”	

1801:  First coal-powered steam engine by 
Robert Trevithick	

1804:  	
§  World’s population reaches 1 billion	
§  John Tyndall explains the “greenhouse 

effect”	
§  Petrol (gasoline) refining first used	

1863:  International Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) is founded	

1820:  General Maritime Treaty 1820	

1822:  Sultan Said bin Sultan, Sultan of Oman 
and Zanzibar signed the Moresby Treaty, 
which supposedly put an end to the export of 
slaves to “Christian” markets	

1856:  Sultan Said Al-Busaid dies.  His sons 
fought for power leaving Oman without a 
leader	

1864:  George Perkins Marsh’s “Man and 
Nature” where he argued that deforestation 
could lead to desertification	
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1866:  The word ‘ecology’ (‘oecologie’) was 
coined by German biologist Ernst Haeckel	

1872:  Yellowstone National Park established.  
Widely held to be the first national park in the 
world, established by the US Congress	

1876:  Bell invents the telephone	

1892:  Rudolf Diesel invents his namesake	

1873:  Major agreement signed with British to 
suppress slave trade	

1893:  New Zealand gives women to vote, the 
first country in the world to do this	

1896:  	
§  Henry Ford’s first motorcar	
§  Dr. Montague Murray noted the negative 

health effects of asbestos	

1901:  First Nobel Peace Prize awarded to 
Jean Henri Dunant, a Swiss businessman and 
social activist, the founder of Red Cross	

1903:  Wright Brother’s first flight	

1908:  First oil struck in Persia (now Iran) after 
7 years of search	

1908:  Entered friendship treaty with the 
British Government 	

1913:  Al-Wasik Billah al-Majid Sheikh bin 
Faisal bin Turki became the Sultan of Muscat 
and Oman  	

1918:  Spanish Flu Pandemic.  In 3 waves, the 
Spanish flu spread quickly, killing an estimated 
50 million to 100 million people around the 
world	

1919:  	
§  League of Nations is established to 

avoid the devastation from World War I	
§  The International Labour Organization is 

established	
§  The dangers of leaded gasoline observed	
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1927:  World population reaches 2 billion	

1929:  Start of Great Depression	

1928:  Al-Sa’idiyah School established  	

1930:  Dust Bowl 	

1937:  The term “greenhouse effect” is coined 
by Glen Thomas Trewartha 	

1932:  At age 21, Said bin Taimur crowned as 
the new Sultan and replaced the abdicated 
Taimur bin Feisal  	

1937:  Petroleum Development (Oman and 
Dhofar) Ltd. Started oil exploration  	

1940:  Wilfried Thesiger in the 1940s, holds 
the record for being the first European to ever 
have traveled the Wahiba Sands	

1939 - 1945:  World War II 	

1943:  Johnson & Johnson’s Credo is crafted as 
one of the few pioneering companies that 
adopted a stakeholder focus 	

1945:  	
§  World Bank and International Monetary 

Fund (IMF) begin formal existence	
§  The Arab League is established	

1946:  The United Nations is formed to 
prevent atrocities of World War II from ever 
being repeated 	

1948 - 1968:  British Bank of the Middle East 
was the sole financial institution in the 
Sultanate	

1948:  The Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights is approved in the UN General 
Assembly 	

1950:  UNICEF’s mandate expands to include 
the needs of children in underdeveloped 
countries 	

1952:  Great Smog of London 	

1949:  Municipal Law for the Sultanate of 
Muscat and Oman issued	

1955:  Population of about half million	
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1956:  PDO drilled first well at Fahud but dry	

1957:  	
§  Soviet Union’s Sputnik 1, the world’s first 

artificial satellite	
§  Discovery of carbon dioxide accumulation 

in the atmosphere 	

1957:  Jan Morris published “The Sultan in 
Oman.”  It was set in 1955 and described the 
Sultan’s traveling party after a brief war	

1958:  Lasting for three years, the Great 
Chinese Famine is the worst on record, as few 
as 15 million and as many as 43 million were 
killed as a result	

1960:  World’s population reaches 3 billion 	

1961:  Amnesty International is created by 
British lawyer Peter Benenson 	

1962:  	
§  First oil in Yibal	
§  Fauna Preservation of London, with help 

from the World Wide Fund (WWF), 
captured three of the last surviving wild 
oryx in South Yemen (then the Aden 
Protectorate) and sent to the United States 
to become the nucleus of the so-called 
World Herd at the Phoenix Zoo and the 
San Diego Wild Animal Park	

§  Infant mortality rate of 75%; literacy rate at 
5%	

§  Only 3 schools	
§  6 miles of paved roads 	

1962:  Rachel Carson’s “Silent Spring” warned 
of the dangers to all natural systems from the 
misuse of chemical pesticides such as DDT 	

1967:  Torrey Canyon spills 117,000 tonnes of 
oil into the sea off the Scilly Isles, UK 	

1967:  First export of Omani oil	

1960:  Population estimated to be about 
11,300	

1968:  	
§  Paul Ehrlick publishes “The Population 

Bomb,” describing the ecological threats of 
a rapidly growing human population	

§  Experts from around the world meet for the 
first time at the UN Biosphere Conference 
in Paris to discuss global environmental 
problems, including pollution, resource 
loss, and wetlands destruction	

§  United Arab Emirates was formed	

1968:  Electric power plant commissioned in 
Riyam	
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1969:  	
§  U.S.’ National Environmental Policy Act 

was constituted and for the first time, 
Environmental Impact Assessment	

§  First moon landing by Apollo 11	
§  Dubai starts oil export 	

1970:  	
§  The First Earth Day is organized	
§  Milton Friedman argues that the main 

social responsibility of business is to 
increase profit – for its shareholders 
(stockholders) 

§  International Development Research Centre 
is established to support research that 
promotes growth and development 	

1970:  	
§  Qaboos bin Said Al Said overthrow his 

father, Said bin Taimur, from power	
§  Slavery was outlawed	

1971:  	
§  René Dubos and Barbara Ward write “Only 

One Earth”	
§  “Polluter pays principle” 	

1971:  Oman became a member of the United 
Nations and the Arab League	

1972:  	
§  Club of Rome’s “The Limits to Growth”	
§  The 1st UN Conference on the Human 

Environment – creation of the United 
Nations Environment Program (UNEP) 	

1972:  	
§  Scientists confirmed the extinction of the 

Arabian White Oryx (Oryx leucroyx) in the 
wild	

§  The Mutrah Hotel, the first hotel in Oman 
was opened	

1973:  	
§  The Convention on International Trade in 

Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and 
Flora (CITES) is adopted	

§  Arab country members of the 
Organization of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) reduce oil exports to 
Europe and initiate an oil embargo 
against the US for its support of Israel in 
a war with Egypt and Syria	

§  The First Oil Crisis that increased the 
price of oil by 400%	

§  The Convention for the Prevention of 
Pollution from Ships (MARPOL) is 
adopted	

§  United States enacts the Endangered 
Species Act, becoming one of the first 
countries to implement legal protection 
for fish wildlife and plants	

§  Chipko Movement is born in India	

1973:  	
§  Seeb Airport opens	
§  British School of Muscat established	

1969:  	
§  Life expectancy increased to 49.53 years	
§  Population estimated to be at about 

700,725	
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1974:  	
§  Worldwatch Institute was founded	
§  Rowland and Molina release work on 

chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) in Nature	
§  The Bariloche Foundation publishes “Limits 

to Poverty”	

1976:  Habitat, the UN Conference on Human 
Settlements, is the first global meeting to link 
the environment and human settlement	

1976:  The first five-year plan (1976 – 1980) 
was made as a strategic effort that aimed to 
harness the benefits of the oil and natural gas 
booms of the post-1967 period	

1975:  	
§  End of the Dhofar rebellion (1965 -75)	
§  Times of Oman newspaper begins 

publication	

1974:  	
§  Port Sultan Qaboos opens	
§  Museum of Heritage opens	

1975:  The Convention on International Trade 
in Endangered Species (CITES) of Flora and 
Fauna comes into force 	

1977:  	
§  A consumer boycott against Nestlè over 

marketing infant formula over breastfeeding 
emerging economies	

§  Indigenous protestors in the Philippines 
forced the World Bank to withdraw its 
financial backing for the construction of 
four large dams along Chico River.  The 
effort to block the projects energizes a 
global movement to protect rivers and resist 
net dam building	

§  Green Belt Movement starts in Kenya	
§  UN Conference on Desertification is held	

1977:  	
§  The Water Resources Development Law 

was issues (Royal Decree 76/77)	
§  1977 Oman Cyclone was the deadliest 

tropical cyclone on record to strike Oman	

1978:  Arabian oryx reintroduction to Oman 
by the Zoological Society of San Diego – 
shipped four male oryx to the Sultanate	

1978:  	
§  Amoco Cadiz oil spill	
§  OECD Directorate of the Environmental 

relaunches research on environmental and 
economic linkages 	

1979:  	
§  First World Water Conference	
§  Convention on Long-Range Transboundary 

Air Pollution 	
§  Second Oil/Energy Crisis due to the wake 

of the Iranian Revolution	
§  Three Mile Island nuclear power accident	
§   Oil prices rise from USD $13 to $34 

(1979-1981)	

1979:  Establishment of the Council for the 
Conservation of Environment and Prevention 
of Pollution (Royal Decree 68/79)	
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1980:  	
§  World Conservation Strategy released by 

the International Union for the 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN)	

§  Global 2000 report is released.  It 
recognizes biodiversity for the first time as 
critical to the proper functioning of the 
planetary ecosystem.	

§  AIDS virus detected in clinical studies	

1980:  	
§  Heritage Protection Act by Royal Decree 

6/80	
§  Population at 1 million	
§  The second five-year plan (1981-1985) was 

based on a sharp increase in oil income	
§  Oman reported its first AIDS case	

1981:  Mauritinia, the last country in the 
world to abolish slavery 	

1981:  Oman became a founding member of 
the six-nation Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC)	

1982:  	
§  International debt crisis erupts and 

threatens the world financial system	
§  World Resources Institute is established in 

the United States	
§  UN Convention on the Law of the Sea is 

adopted 	

1983:  	
§  Because of drought, the worst famine in 

human history occurs in Ethiopia – and 
emerges as top1 deadliest natural disaster 
of the 20th Century with to 1 million deaths	

§  Grameen Bank is established to provide 
credit to the poorest of the poor in 
Bangladesh, launching the role of 
microcredit in development	

§  Motorola offered the world’s first 
commercial portable cellphone 	

1983:  Tanker ASSIMI oil spill caused minor 
contamination of Omani beaches	

1984:  Bhopal disaster in India – considered 
the world’s worst industrial disaster – kills 
thousands and exposes hundreds of thousands 
of people to dangerous chemicals	

1985:  Scientists report the discovery of a 
“hole” in the Earth’s ozone layer	

1984:  Muscat Governorate established	

1985:  Oman Company for Marine Pollution 
Protection established (Royal Decree 63/85)	

1982:  The Sultanate became the first country 
in the Gulf region to pass a comprehensive 
law on the environment	
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1987:  	
§  Bahla Fort in Dakhiliyah Governorate 

inscribed as UNESCO World Heritage Site	
§  Abolishment of visa requirements for GCC 

tourists	

1987:  	
§  The UN’s Brundtland Commission Report 

‘Our Common Future’ advocated for 
sustainable development	

§  Dame Anita Roddick opens the first Body 
Shop in the UK, one of the pioneers of 
corporate social responsibility (CSR)	

1988:  Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) is formed to collate and assess 
scientific evidence for climate change	

1986:  Soviet Union’s Chernobyl nuclear 
power plant explodes	

1986:  	
§  Third Five-Year Development (1986-1990) 

considered tourism an important activity for 
the economy	

§  Oman’s first university, Sultan Qaboos 
University, opens	

1988:  Formation of the First National 
Committee for Emergencies and National 
Committee for Natural Disasters	

1989:  	
§  Ministry of Water Resources by Royal 

Decree 100/89	
§  First Arabian award in the field of 

environment, Sultan Qaboos Environment 
Award, was established 	

1989:  	
§  The concept of a ‘circular economy’ has 

been first raised by British environmental 
economists David Pearce and Kerry Turner 
in “Economics of Natural Resources and 
the Environment”	

§  Exxon Valdez oil spill in Alaska	
§  Sir Tim Berners-Lee invented the World 

Wide Web	

1990:  	
§  UN Summit for Children is held, an 

important recognition of the impact of 
the environment on future generations	

§  Iraq invaded Kuwait	

1990:  The 4th five-year plan (1991-95) 
focused on developing a new strategy for the 
balance of the century and beyond	

1991:  	
§  Hundreds of oil fires burn in Kuwait for 

months following the Persian Gulf War	
§  Global Environment Facility is 

established	
§  Sweatshop scandals with low-wages and 

poor working conditions emerge in Asia 
(particularly Nike)	

1991:  	
§  The Sultan Qaboos Prize for Environmental 

Preservation first award to the Mexican 
Environmental Study Center	

§  Muscat Clock Tower built in Ruwi, to 
commemorate Oman’s 25 years of 
Renaissance	
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1993:  	
§  Population reaches 2 million (with about 

half million expatriates)	
§  Oman Air is formed	

1993:  	
§  Rick Fedrizzi, David Gottfried and Mike 

Italiano established the U.S. Green 
Building Council	

§  Transparency International is founded	
§  First meeting on the UN Commission on 

Sustainable Development, established to 
ensure follow-up to UNCED	

1994:  	
§  John Elkington coins the phrase “triple 

bottom line”	
§  The World Conservation Union publishes a 

revised “Red List” of endangered and 
threatened species	

1995:  	
§  Brent Spar became an issue of public 

concern when the British government 
announced its support for Shell’s 
application for disposal in deep Atlantic 
waters.  Greenpeace launches a high-
profile global media campaign	

§  World Trade Organization is established	
§  Execution of Ken Saro-Wiwa in Nigeria 

brings international attention to the links 
among human rights, environmental 
justice, security and economic growth	

§  World Summit for Social Development is 
held in Copenhagen.  It is the first time the 
international community has expressed a 
clear commitment to eradicating absolute 
poverty	

1995:  	
§  Adopted a long-term socio-economic 

development plan, “Vision for Oman’s 
Economy: Oman 2020 due to the 
intensified socio-economic problems.  Its 
paramount targets: “diversification, 
privatization and Omanization.”	

§  Population at 2.2 million	
§  Close to 58% of the entire population had 

access to safe drinking water with 90% 
access in urban areas and 49% in rural 
areas	

1994:  	
§  Establishment of the Arabian Oryx 

Sanctuary (Royal Decree 4/94)	
§  Arabian Oryx Sanctuary inscribed as 

UNESCO’s World Heritage List	
§  Mid-1990s, Oman emerged as a new 

tourist destination in the European travel 
industry	

1996:  ISO 14001 is formally adopted as a 
voluntary international standard for corporate 
environmental management systems	

1996:  	
§  Basic Statute of the State – Oman’s very first 

written constitution	
§  Acceded the UN Convention to Combat 

Desertification (Royal Decree 5/96)	
§  Established Dimaniyat Islands Natural 

Reserve (Royal Decree 23/96)	
§  Established Turtle Reserves (Royal Decree 

25/96)	
§  In February 1996, Arabian Oryx poaching 

resumed�
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1999:  	
§  World Wild Fund, who helped in the 

reintroduction of the Arabian Oryx to 
Oman, warned for the Arabian Oryx’s 
extinction in the wild for the second time 
in 30 years	

§  Al-Mazunah Free Zone is established	
 	

1997:  	
§  The Kyoto Protocol is adopted aiming to 

limit greenhouse gas emissions	
§  Qatar inaugurates the world’s first 

significant liquid natural gas exporting 
facility	

§  Asian ecological and financial chaos.  
Land-clearing fires intensified by El Niño-
induced drought.  Concurrently, the market 
crashes	

§  The First World Water Forum, Marrakesh, 
Morocco	

1997:  	
§  IUCN awarded John C. Philips Prize to 

Sultan Qaboos at a congress held in 
Montreal, for the efforts made to protect 
Oman’s natural resources and heritage	

§  Celebrated the first Omani Environment 
Day on 8 January 1997	

§  Sultan Qaboos granted women the right to 
be elected to the Shura Council, country’s 
consultative body, two women were 
elected	

 	

1998:  	
§  Controversy over genetically modified 

organisms	
§  Asian economic crisis	

 	

1998:  	
§  Ratified the Vienna Convention	
§  Bat Archaeological Site in Al Khutm and Al 

Ayn in Al Dhahirah Governorates inscribed 
as UNESCO World Heritage Sites	

§  Omanization Policy enacted	
§  Bait al Zubair museum opens	
 	

1999:  	
§  World population reaches 6 billion	
§  Launch of the Dow Jones Sustainability 

Index	
 	

2000:  	
§  Land of Frankincense in Dhofar inscribed 

as UNESCO World Heritage Site	
§  Oman became a member of the World 

Trade Organization	
§  First women members of the Majlis ad 

Dawla were appointed	
§  Millions of dead fish washed ashore from 

Gulf of Oman, authorities blamed oxygen 
depletion due to phytoplankton	

2000:  	
§  Miss Waldron’s red colobus monkey is 

declared extinct	
§  Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) 

area adopted	
§  First Guidelines on the Cooperation 

between the United Nations and the 
Business Community is issued	



SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT TIMELINE	
OMAN THE WORLD 

Su
st

a
in

a
b

le
O

m
a

n
 

2001:  	
§  Grand Mosque was inaugurated	
§  Oman had 9 endangered species of 

mammals and 5 endangered types of birds; 
19 plant species are also threatened with 
extinction	

§  Hydrocarbon contamination of 
groundwater has been discovered at more 
than 10 locations in Oman	

2001:  	
§  Corporate fraud and corruption reaches its 

height with the Enron scandal	
§  The 9/11 terrorist attack	
§  China joins the World Trade Organization	

2002:  	
§  The International Fairtrade Certification 

Mark is launched	
§  Johannesburg World Summit on 

Sustainable Development	

2002:  	
§  Oman issues a statement at the 

Johannesburg World Summit its 5 
environmental and developmental 
problems	

§  GCC countries pegged their currencies to 
the USD with the intention to move to a 
single currency (“Khaleeji”)	

§  Voting rights are extended to all Omani 
citizens over the age of 21	

2003:  	
§  Issued the Law on Nature Reserves and 

Wildlife (Royal Decree 6/2003)	
§  Labor and Mining Laws issued	
§  Hotels increased from 14 in 1982 to 133 in 

2003	
 	

2003:   
§  Allied invasion of Iraq 
§  The UN General Assembly endorsed the 

United Nations Decade of Education for 
Sustainable Development	

2004:   
§  First environmentalist to be awarded 

Nobel Prize, Wangari Muta Maathai – 
founder of Green Belt Movement in 
Kenya 

§  About 2.5 million in Sub-Saharan Africa 
die of AIDS and over 3 million become 
newly infected	

2004:  	
§  Environment Society of Oman was founded	
§  Kyoto Protocol and Stockholm Convention 

on Persistent Organic Pollutants are ratified	
§  Sultan appointed Oman’s first female 

minister	

2005:  	
•  Kyoto Protocol enters into force	
•  Hurricane Katrina hits the US coastline	

2005:  Oman’s first Free Trade Zone became 
operational	
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2006:  	
§  Aflaj Irrigation Systems inscribed as 

UNESCO World Heritage Site	
§  Draft Strategy Report on National Solid 

Waste Management Project	
§  Oman Botanic Garden Project initiated	
§  Foreigners allowed to buy freeholds in 

integrated tourism complexes (ITCs)	

2006:   
§  First Nobel Peace Price awarded to a bank 

– Grameen Bank 
§  Stern Report makes the convincing 

economic case that the costs of inaction on 
climate change will be up to 20 times 
greater than measures required to address 
the issue today 

§  NASA reports that the ozone layer is 
recovering	

2007:  	
§  Global financial crisis erupts (subprime 

mortgage crisis)	
§  First list of Global Peace Index (GPI)	
§  European Union introduced new 

environmental regulations to reduce GHG 
emissions by 20% by 2020	

§  Former US Vice President Al Gore’s 
documentary, ‘An Inconvenient Truth’ wins 
an Academy Award.  The IPCC and Gore 
share the Nobel Peace Prize	

2007:  	
§  Arabian Oryx Sanctuary was the first site to 

be removed from UNESCO’s World 
Heritage List	

§  US-Oman Memorandum of Understanding 
on Environmental Cooperation	

§  Highest record of unemployment rate, 
19.5%	

§  Cyclone Gonu kills over 50 people and 
disrupts oil production 	

2008:  	
§  Green economy and internet economy 

enters the mainstream	
§  Increasing urbanization.  For the first time 

in history, more than 50% of the world’s 
population lives in towns and cities	

2008:   
§  The Olympic torch arrives in Oman 
§  Hydrocarbon sector accounted for 51.3% 

of the GDP compared with an average 
contribution to the GDP of 46% in the 
previous 4 years; non-petroleum sector 
contributed 16% of the GDP	

2009:  Twenty-eight scientists developed the 
concept of the nine Planetary Boundaries	

2010:  	
•  The BP Gulf of Mexico oil spill	
•  Rise of wind power.  China becomes the 

world’s largest domestic market for wind 
power, exceeding its target for installed 
capacity by 320%	

2009:  Oman Environmental Services Holding 
Company (be’ah) was established	

2010:  	
§  Cyclone Phet killed 24	
§  Oman Green Awards was inaugurated	
§  UNDP rated Oman as the “most improved” 

country over the past 40 years out of the 
135 surveyed	
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2011:  	
§  Global population reaches 7 billion.  

Increasing the population by 1 billion took 
only 12 years	

§  Arab Spring popular revolts illustrates the 
power of social media	

•  Japan earthquake and tsunami	

2012:  One of the first of the Millennium 
Development Goal targets is achieved, in 
advance of the 2015 deadline: the percentage 
of the world’s people without access to safe 
drinking water is cut in half	

2013:  	
§  Number of 3G/4G subscriptions reaches 

1.6 billion	
§  Whistleblower Edward Snowden leaks 

classified information from NSA – revealing 
numerous global surveillance programs 
and causing massive controversy	

2014:  The European Union issues a new 
directive on non-financing reporting, requiring 
all concerned companies to report on policies, 
risks and outcomes related to ESG matters	

2011:  	
§  Population at 3.02 million	
§  Special Economic Zone Authority Duqm 

created	
§  First engineered sanitary landfill in Al 

Amerat started operations	
§  Water demand exceeds renewable 

resources by 25% (378 m3)	
§  Protesters in Sohar and Muscat demand 

economic and political reforms.	

2012:  Acceded to the Convention on 
Wetlands of International Importance (Royal 
Decree 64/2012)	

2013:  	
§  SustainableOman is published online	
§  Redevelopment of Matrah and preliminary 

design of Oman Railway commenced	
§  Solar system installed to assist in extracting 

oil	

2014:  	
§  Oil price at USD$ 30/barrel	
§  Wind farm project commenced	

2015:  The Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) are adopted	

2015:  	
§  Oman’s first green building ‘Alila Jabal 

Akhdar Resort’ awarded LEED Silver 
Certification in the building design and 
construction	

§  Population reaches 4.155 million with 
about 45.5% expatriates	

§  Oil production exceeds 1 million barrel per 
day for the first time	

§  Oman’s self-sufficiency rates are reported 
to be encouraging	
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2016:  	
•  Oman ranked 2nd most sustainable country 

in the Arab Region.  Globally, it ranked 70th 
out of the 135 countries by the Seoul 
Ability Foundation	

•  Unemployment rate increased to 17.5% 
from the lowest of 16.9% in 2014	

2016:  Paris Agreement on climate change 
entered into force, addressing the need to limit 
the rise of global temperatures	

2017:  UN announced the new 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals 	

2017:  	
•  600 Arabian Oryx are now living in the 

Arabian Oryx Sanctuary	
•  Diesel prices hit highest for the first time in 

February 2017 at 205 baezas/liter	
•  Highest cost of fuel prices at 199 baezas/

liter in April	
•  Oman’s First Environmental Forum held on 

10-11 May 2017 
•  First solar-powered school in Nizwa, 

Buraimi and Salalah	
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